MATHEMATICIAN
& ACTIVIST

"MATHEMATICS
LITERACY IS A CIVIL
RIGHTS ISSUE."

(YL R ALGEBRA OPENS DOORS

e Bob Moses was best known for developing
The Algebra Project. Algebra is often
described as the language of summary. Bob
viewed mastery of algebra as the first step
to gaining access to educational and

Bob used math literacy as a tool to organize
the community. He learned this technique
while registering people to vote during the
Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.

The Algebra Project helps students develop
techniques to remove the mystery from
math questions. Bob’s teachings help
students realize symbols are created by
someone, have a meaning, and are on the
paper for a reason.

The Algebra Project helps students realize
“the concept of being ‘smart’ is something
that you become, it’s not something that you
are. If | don’t know it now, then I'll know it
tomorrow, if | put in the effort.”
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