
D r .  J a n i n a  J e f f  i s  a  h u m a n  g e n e t i c i s t  ( j u h -
n e t - u h - s i s t ) .  A  g e n e t i c i s t  i s  a  s c i e n t i s t  w h o
s t u d i e s  g e n e s  f r o m  p l a n t s ,  a n i m a l s ,  o r
h u m a n s .  T h e y  w a n t  t o  l e a r n  h o w  g e n e s
i n t e r a c t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  e v o l v e ,  a n d
m u l t i p l y .  

J a n i n a  h e l p s  p e o p l e  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i a l
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  a  p e r s o n .  S h e
i n v e s t i g a t e s  h o w  h e a l t h  a n d  i l l n e s s e s  a r e
c o n n e c t e d  t o  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .

J a n i n a  i s  f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e
s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  p e o p l e s ’
g e n e t i c s .  A s  a  s t u d e n t  s h e  w a n t e d  t o  e x p l o r e
g e n e t i c s  f o r  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  s i n c e  t h e  t o p i c
i s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  o f t e n  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e
c o m m u n i t y .

J a n i n a  h o s t s  a  p o d c a s t  e n t i t l e d  I n  T h o s e
G e n e s .  S h e  u s e s  h i p  h o p  c u l t u r e  t o  t e a c h
g e n e t i c s .  S h e  w a n t s  h e r  l i s t e n e r s  t o  h e a r ,
u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
p r e s e n t e d .
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Life: 1985 - present
Location: Nashville,
Tennessee 
Known for: Geneticist,
Professor, & Podcast Host 
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Pronunciation: 

(ja-knee-na jeff)
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C o d e  d a t a  o n  f a m i l y
t r a i t s  t o  c r e a t e  D N A
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c o m p a r i n g  g e n e t i c
t r a i t s  u s i n g  c h a r t s
a n d  g r a p h s .

G e n e t i c i s t s  l i k e  J a n i n a
u s e  m a t h  t o :  

"NOBODY KNOWS ABOUT
OUR GENETICS; I NEVER
HEAR PEOPLE TALK
ABOUT GENETICS FOR
PEOPLE OF COLOR." 
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