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"INVENTING IS WHAT
| DO0. | COMETO
WORK, | TRY T0
INVENT AND DEVELOP
NEW THINGS T0
SOLVE PROBLEMS."

MATH HERO LU A GREAT IDEA

e Lonnie Johnson is an inventor and an
engineer. Engineers invent and modify
things to improve the ways in which we
work, live, and play.

Lonnie, as a child, became interested in
making toys and other objects. In high
school, a robot of his design won a state
competition.

Lonnie earned multiple degrees from
Tuskegee University, a historically black
college/university known for its work in the
fields of agriculture, aviation, and
engineering. He has worked as a research
engineer and nuclear engineer for the US Air
Force and NASA.

Lonnie used his knowledge of jet propulsion
to create the Super Soaker® water gun as
well as the popular N-Strike® Nerf toys.

Lonnie was inducted into the National
Inventors Hall of Fame in 2022. The Super
Soaker® was inducted into the National Toy
Hall of Fame in 2015. He holds over 100 US
patents.
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