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MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM DEPARTMENT HEAD

INTRODUCTION

Stepping into the role of Interim Department Head for Human
Development and Family Science is a responsibility | embrace with deep
appreciation for this community. HDFS has long been defined by its
commitment to understanding and supporting individuals and families
across the lifespan, and that mission continues to guide us as we move
forward together.

Our department’s strengths are unmistakable — innovative research,
meaningful community partnerships, and a culture of collaboration

that elevates the work of our students, faculty, staff, and alumni. The
achievements highlighted in this year’s newsletter reflect not only our
academic excellence but also the compassion, curiosity, and dedication
that make HDFS a vibrant and impactful department.

As we navigate this period of transition, my priority is to ensure stability,
clarity, and continued momentum. The foundation built over the past six
years is strong, and | am confident that our collective efforts will continue
to advance the land grant mission of discovery, teaching, and engagement.

To our donors, partners, and supporters — thank
you for investing in the work we do and the
communities we serve. Your belief in our mission
strengthens our ability to make a difference in
Indiana and beyond. | look forward to the year
ahead and to all we will accomplish together.

Kimberly Updegraff, PhD
Interim Department Head
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2025-26 MARKETING RECAP

NEW CONTENT

UNLOCKING
CHILDHOOD

COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS WITH EXPERTS AND PARENTS

~ HOFS is the best place The professorsin this |
to learn about how department are so
towork with and for A personable, and I love
i & people in a way that you g W that I'm able to have the |8
| % can'tlearn anywhere \ 5 big school ex ce
else. It has taught me .
50 much about how
to help people of all
ages from all types of
backgrounds.

L‘EEBMHNS fﬂﬂ YEARS OF INDIANA'S FIRST
EARLY CHILDHOOD LABORATORY SCHOOL
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The Unlocking Childhood Podcast

This podcast brings together real parents and
Purdue experts to explore the challenges of raising
children ages 0-5. Each episode offers practical
advice on nutrition, emotional regulation, sleep,
quality care, caregiver well-being, and play.

“Welcome to HDFS"” Video Series

This five-part video series gives a proper
introduction to HDFS. There is a “Welcome to
HDFS" video, along with four videos highlighting
each of our undergraduate majors. They are
viewable on YouTube as well as our website.

Student Testimonial Posters

On display around Hanley Hall, 12 posters have
been put on display with testimonials from
various undergraduate students in HDFS. These
posters brighten up our building and act as a
testament of our amazing community. (Preview
some quotes in the Publications section)

MCDLS 100 Year Anniversary Book

A commemorative book for the Miller Lab School’s
100 year anniversary has been created by our very
own Elizabeth Schlesinger-Devlin, David Purpura,
and Reyn Smith. It is set to be published and
available for purchase in Fall 2026.
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PEOPLE WHO HAVE JOINED US IN THE PAST YEAR

Serengeti Ayhan Annie Beardmore Negin Biglari
Graduate Student Lab Manager Teacher Assistant
(SDL Lab)

Kelsey Davison Lillia Day Erin Dickinson
Postdoctoral Fellow Teacher Assistant/Floater Lab Manager
(Marks Lab) (Marks Lab)

Ashley Martinez Lindsay McClelland Connor McNeil

Associate Teacher Research Technician Graduate Student
(SHINE Lab)

NEW FACES

Meingold Chan

Assistant Professor

Anna Hochgraf

Postdoctoral Researcher

UNIVERNITY

Melissa Monteza

Graduate Student

2025-26
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A LOOK AT OUR REAL-WORLD IMPACT

OUR LABS

The Biobehavioral Development Lab is dedicated
to understanding how genetics, hormones, and
prenatal and postnatal environments contribute to
the development of child and adolescent behavior
and family relationships. We use a variety of
family-based research studies to gain insights for
predicting and preventing adolescent substance use
and improve child behavior and family relationships.

In the SHINE Lab, we study how young children
and their families express and regulate emotions.
We explore the social-emotional processes that
foster family resilience and lead to healthy child
development, in an effort to promote early mental
health for all children. We use translational and
strengths-based approaches geared toward rapid
application, in an effort to generate questions and
tools that advance early identification of mental
health problems and decision-making.

In the Social Development Lab, we study

how children think about people, groups, and
society. Our research investigates the origins and
development of moral concerns for fairness and
justice, social identities and intergroup attitudes,
and beliefs about social inequalities.

PURDUE U ey
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The Antiracism, Resistance, Identity, Socializtion,
and Equity (ARISE) Lab studies the race-related
development of Multiracial Americans and Asian
Americans. Our mission is to understand how
discrimination and racial-ethnic socialization (i.e.,
communicating about race, ethnicity, and culture)
play a role in identity development, mental health,
and critical racial consciousness (e.g., awareness of
racism, engagement in activism).

The Marks Lab uses behavioral and neuroimaging
approaches to study individual differences in
language, learning, and brain development. Our
research explores the connections between
spoken language skills and reading acquisition
across children with diverse learning needs.

The ultimate goal of this research is to inform
educational practices and improve academic
outcomes for vulnerable learners.

The Resilient Families Lab studies risk and
resilience factors that contribute to mental

health and wellbeing in families impacted by
socioeconomic and sociocultural stress, with

a focus on immigrant Latine and single mother
families. In particular, we focus on youths' positive
adaptation with an emphasis on developmental
strengths and resources within individuals, their
families, and broader contexts.

The Sleep and Developmental Studies (SDS)
Laboratory explores how sleep is developmentally
consequential for families and individuals. With
studies that inform early autism development,
Alzheimer's disease, veteran sleep, sleep problem
treatment, and early childhood developmental
trajectories, the SDS lab is on the cutting edge of
developmental sleep research.
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WE HONOR OUR MANY FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS FOR THEIR RECOGNITION AND NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR

Natasha Watkins was welcomed as
a Fellow into the Purdue University
Teaching Academy.

Kristine Marceau won the Trailblazer Award. This award recognizes mid-career Annabelle Atkin won a Rising Star Award
faculty whose recent scholarly or creative work demonstrates significant impact  from the Association for Psychological
and distinction within the humanities, social sciences, and information sciences.  Science (APS).

Laura Elenbaas won the 2026 Jean A.J. Schwichtenberg won the 2026 Doran French was selected as a 2026
Piaget Society Developmental Science International Congress of Infant Studies International Society for the Study of
Early Career Award. She was also the Translational Research Award. Behavioral Development (ISSBD) Fellow.
recipient of the 2025 Kenneth and

Mamie P. Clark Grant.

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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Leigha MacNeill started as an Indiana
CTSI K12 scholar. This is an early career
investigator award that provides time for

clinical-translational research, training,
and pilot funds.

\

Sarah Eason was promoted to Associate ~ David Purpura won the Christian J. Foster Award. Awarded to a faculty member who

Professor of Human Development and has contributed to K-12 science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education in
Family Science. Indiana.

gl \ - /“ /
Janine Duncan was promoted to Clinical Zoe Taylor was promoted to Full Kristine Marceau was promoted to Full
Full Professor of Human Development Professor of Human Development and Professor of Human Development and
and Family Science. Family Science. Family Science.

ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
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Reyn Smith won the inaugural Purdue
Brand Champion Award from the Purdue
Brand Network.

UNIVEHKS1T Y.

PURDUE

UNIVERSITY

PURDUE

UNIVERSIT)

Valerie Knopik is the recipient of the HHS Career Research Achievement Jennifer Schumaker won the 2026 HDFS
Award for 2025-2026. This award recognizes HHS faculty members who are full Outstanding Staff Award.

professors and have made strong scientific/scholarly contributions. Formal

announcement to be made in Fall 2026.

Dowgmant g
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pITREN
Davina Quichocho won the 2026 HDFS Kelsey Davison won the HDFS Patrick Ehrman won the HDFS
Outstanding Faculty Award. She was Outstanding Postdoctoral Mentoring Outstanding Doctoral Student Award.
also a recipient of the 2025 NCFR Olson Award.
Grant.

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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Hannah Oyer and Vaishnavi Bansal
both received Presentation with

High Distinction awards from the
Undergraduate Research Conference.

Olivia Wegner won the Qutstanding
Future Educator Award from the Indiana
Association for Colleges of Teacher
Education (IACTE).

Amy Janis won the 2026 Focus Award
and the HDFS Outstanding Graduate
Student Mentoring Award.

Amy Loviska won the Marthellen Ratcliff
Memorial Fellowship for their outstanding
service as a Teaching Assistant,
Instructor, and graduate student leader.

Moon Durham-West won both the HDFS
and HHS Outstanding Master's Student
Awards.

- s
IE PURDUE PURDI
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Claire Rosenberger and Amy Janis
won the HDFS Graduate Student Hero
Awards.

Sophie Miller was the recipient of the
Center for Families Studorschka Grant.

Naz Durakoglugil won the HDFS
Undergraduate Student Hero Award.

Nathan Lieng won the Outstanding
HDFS Graduate Student Teacher Award
and the Sandra Clarkson Stuckman
HDFS Graduate Student Research Award.
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Cord Billings won the Qutstanding Senior Award for Human Development Family
Science (in HDFS and HHS). This was a big year for Cord as he also won 1st Place
and People’s Choice Awards at the 2026 Say It BIG Competition. He was also the
student responder at Purdue's Division VIII graduation ceremony in the spring.

PURDUE

UNIVERSITY.

Rylie Ruggirello won the Outstanding Jaela Haslett won the Outstanding
Sophomore Award. Senior Award for Early Childhood
Education and Exceptional Needs.

Elise Peckinpaugh won the Outstanding
Senior Award for Developmental and
Family Sciences.

Sarah Juliano won the Outstanding Senior
Award for Human Services.

(I

'i
»

Raeann Stoppenhagen won the
Outstanding Senior Award for Family
and Consumer Sciences Education.

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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CENTER FOR

EARLY LEARNING

CEL also awarded collaborative
seed funding to a project titled
“Examining the impact of explicit
morphological awareness
intervention for struggling readers”
in October 2025. The funds were
awarded to Dr. Rebecca Marks,
Assistant professor in HDFS, and
Dr. Chenell Loudermill, Clinical
Professor in SLHS. Their project
draws on faculty expertise that
bridges educational, cognitive, and
clinical perspectives on reading
development and disorders.

Yi Zhu was recognized our 2025
CEL Dissertation Support Award
winner. This annual award is funded
through donations to CEL and is
intended to support completion
and dissemination of dissertations
during this academic year. Yi's
dissertation title, Supporting Young
Children’s Spatial Thinking Through
Physical and Digital Learning
Activities, aligns well with our
mission to enhance early learning
outcomes.

Siqgi Zhang was the recipient of
the 2025 CEL Graduate Teaching
Award! This award supports

a graduate student in gaining
hands-on experience as a teaching
assistant for the Early Childhood
Education and Exceptional Needs
(ECEEN) undergraduate program.
Siqi's long-term goal is to become
a university faculty member in early

education and human development.

Stakeholder Workshop

This event brought together
partners across Indiana’s early
learning and family support
ecosystem. Through discussion
and insight, participants helped

us better understand the
interconnected systems influencing
children, families, and communities.
These conversations reinforced
CELs role as a convener and
thought partner in translating
research into practice and policy.

3rd Annual CEL Open House

We were proud to host this event,
where we recognized affiliates who
had published a book (or books!)
in the past few years. Copies of the
books were available for author
signatures and display.

Consortium of University Public
Service Organizations

Building on this work, David
Purpura, Sarah Eason, Terry Bean,
and Pallavi Gupta of Saath Partners
presented at the 2026 Consortium
of University Public Service
Organizations in Anchorage, Alaska.
Their session, “Deepening Impact
within Your Ecosystem,’ shared
how systems thinking can help
university-based public service
centers navigate change, clarify
their role, and align strengths with
evolving system needs—extending
CELs leadership well beyond
Purdue.

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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CENTER FOR

FAMILIES

The Center for Families (CFF) continues our legacy of advancing research, collaboration, and outreach dedicated to
strengthening families and helping them thrive. Building on more than three decades of impact, CFF leads innovative,
evidence-based, and multidisciplinary efforts that support family well-being.

HDFS Grad students Moon West- Family Scholar, who explored a
Durham and Sophie Miller were straightforward but important
each awarded the Studorschka question: what if small changes in
Interdisciplinary Grant. Miaomiao leadership could reduce burnout

Zhang was awarded the Dr. Shelley ~ and improve life at work and at
MacDermid Wadsworth Graduate home? The discussion highlighted
Student Research Recognition. her Kanter Award finalist research
Sybil Cutler was awarded the on family-supportive supervisor
inaugural Peggy and David Dunlap training and its real-world impact.
Strengthening Family Resilience
Grant.

Patricia Thomas, PhD, Sociology,
is the recipient of 2026 Lorene
Burkhart Award for Excellence in
Research about Families.

The 2025 CFF Fellowship Lecture
featured Libby Richards, PhD, who
examined how family dynamics
influence health behavior change

Amber Neal-Stanley, PhD, Kameron Moding, PhD, joined the and disease management. Drawing
Curriculum & Instruction, is the CFF as Associate Director. In this on her research, she showed how
2026 Center for Families Faculty role, Kameron supports the Center’'s  relationships and social context
Fellow. research, programming, and shape health outcomes, and why
partnership efforts that advance paying attention to these factors
its mission to strengthen families. is essential for designing more

Specifically overseeing the Funding  effective support and interventions.
Program.

This year, the Center for Families
marked the passing of founding
donor Lorene McCormick
Burkhart. Her vision and generosity
helped establish a lasting
foundation for multidisciplinary

Dr. Bukola Peters, Public Health,
was awarded the Bob L. and Joyce
Beery Miles Research Enhancement

Grant to support the work of
Sharpe. Kanter Lecture was Ellen Ernst Hributi i tl h th
Kossek, PhD, CFF Distinguished contributions continue to shape the

Center's mission and impact.
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https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/2026/04/center-for-families-announces-2026-funding-recipients /
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/2026/04/center-for-families-announces-2026-funding-recipients /
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/initiatives/kanter-lecture/2026_lecture/  
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/initiatives/cff-fellowship-lecture/2025_richards/ 
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/about/founders/lorene-burkhart/
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/about/founders/lorene-burkhart/
https://centers.purdue.edu/cff/about/founders/lorene-burkhart/

MILITARY FAMILY

RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Battlemind to Home Summit

The premier event for educating
and equipping Indiana professionals
with best practices for serving
military-connected families was
held in late October 2025. This
year's summit, titled “Military
Families: The Heart of Service” had
sessions focused on caring for the
entire military family. We welcomed
214 attendees, with 42% attending
for the first time and more than
34% returning for their fifth or more
Battlemind.

Reaching Rural Veterans

Reaching Rural Veterans, an
outreach initiative designed to
address the unique challenges
faced by rural veterans by providing
them access to support and
resources they need to thrive,
expanded to an implementation

in Colorado. In partnership with

a Colorado-based VA research
team, we implemented seven RRV
events that reached 64 unique

veterans and established a total

of 639 connections between
veterans and resources. These
veterans were able to connect
with local resources including a
barber that gave free haircuts,

the local veterans' center, a VA
chaplain, County Veteran Service
Officers and workforce centers.
This project was a productive
partnership between MFRI and the
Colorado VA team, offering a model
for future collaborations between
organizations.

The Thompson

MFRI strategically rebranded

its signature research award,
previously the Barbara Thompson
Award for Excellence in Research
on Military and Veteran Families, as
The Thompson. The new modular
platform expands the award into
a year-round effort to amplify
research, foster conversation,

and connect findings to practice
through The Thompson List,

The Thompson Forum, and The
Thompson Award. The Thompson
Forum was held December 9,
2025, at the Association of the
United States Army headquarters
in Arlington, VA, in a hybrid
format. The daylong event
connected research and practice

through panels with Thompson
Award finalists and military-
family practitioners, encouraging
dialogue, real-world application,
and engagement from Stephen
Simmons, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of War for Military
Community and Family Policy.

Focus Forward Fellowship

In July 2025, MFRI welcomed

24 women student veterans and
service members to Purdue’s
campus for the Focus Forward
Fellowship residential cohort. An
additional 12 women completed
the Fellowship through the virtual
cohort. For 2026, the Fellowship is
transitioning to a research study;
NUMBER women will be joining us
on campus this July.

At the end of April 2026, data
collection ended for MFRI's
research study, Operation Military
Experience (Operation ME).
Operation ME is a nationwide study
to learn about adolescents who, as
a young child, had a parent deploy
after 9/11. During data collection,
MFRI had over 40 students work
on the study. They have been a
very valuable asset to MFRI and
are helping us shape the future

of support for military-connected
families. We are so thankful for their
time, talents and efforts!

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCE

EXTENSION

Block Party & ELI Partnership

Early educators gathered in
Bloomington, South Bend,
Indianapolis, and Lafayette for Block
Party professional development
sessions led by Purdue Extension
Health & Human Sciences. Purdue
Extension partnered with Early
Learning Indiana through its Elevate
Learning Project, which hosted
participants from 149 early learning
centers, ministries, and family child
care programs across the state.
During the sessions, participants
explored the value of block play as a
powerful tool for early learning and
development. Educators learned
how simple, hands-on classroom
moments can help children build
foundational skills in mathematics,
science, literacy, creativity, problem-
solving, and social interaction. The
training also provided practical
strategies for incorporating these
concepts into everyday classroom
routines, helping educators create
meaningful learning experiences
through play.

Unlocking Childhood Podcast

The Unlocking Childhood podcast
debut demonstrates an innovative
new program delivery method to
provide parents with education in
the early years of raising children.
A strong partnership with Purdue
Extension and the Department

of HDFS was made possible with
the support of the HHS Extension
Behavioral Health grant. In this
podcast, you will be able to hear
stories from real parents as well as
expert advice from professionals
within the Department of Human
Development and Family Science
at Purdue University. Each episode
features a new topic: nutrition,
emotional regulation, sleep, quality
of care and caregiver wellbeing,
and play. As a listener, you can
expect to hear real testimonials of
challenges parents face regarding
these topics, expert advice when
faced with and and overcoming
parenting challenges, and feel relief
in knowing you are not alone in
these challenges.

North Central Extension
Leadership Development
Program

Along with three other Purdue
Extension professionals, Kelsie
Muller has been selected by
Extension Director Angie Abbott
to participate in the prestigious
North Central Extension Leadership
Development program (NELD).
The NELD program is designed

to build leadership capacity

across Extension at all levels. The
program is designed for Extension
professionals across the North
Central region, including North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri,
Wisconsin, lllinois, Michigan,
Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.
Workshops are led by professionals
with regional expertise, and
participants are selected for their
potential to shape the future of
Extension at both the state and
regional levels.

CENTERS



BEN &§ MAXINE MILLER

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
LABORATORY SCHOOL

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS (1926-2026)
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MCDLS once again partnered
with students from HDFS 100

to present the school’s annual
fall carnival on Oct. 17. As

part of their service-learning
experience, HDFS students

met with teachers, developed
age-appropriate activities and
engaged with children and
families throughout the evening.

Each classroom offered an
interactive game or activity, and
children were invited to attend

in costume. The carnival brought
the MCDLS community together
for an evening of creativity, play
and family fun. Food donations
were also collected during the
event to support the ACE Food
Pantry.

Service learning remained an
important part of the MCDLS
experience. During October,

families and staff collected
nonperishable food, toiletries
and household items for the
ACE Food Pantry on Purdue's
campus. Donations included
canned goods, pasta, cereal,
dried foods, wipes, toothpaste,
shampoo and other everyday
necessities. Several wagons
of supplies were collected and
delivered, demonstrating the
impact that families can make
when they work together.

From April 13-17, MCDLS
celebrated the Week of the
Young Child with activities
honoring the more than 100

children enrolled in the program.

Each day featured a different
theme, including Music Monday,
Tasty Tuesday, Work Together
Wednesday, Artsy Thursday and
Family Friday.

Throughout the week, children
participated in music, cooking,
art, collaborative projects and
family-centered experiences.
These activities encouraged
creativity, strengthened
classroom relationships and
celebrated the importance of
early childhood education.

MCDLS welcomed chefs

from Purdue University's

White Lodging-J.W. Marriott,

Jr. School of Hospitality and
Tourism Management into
several classrooms for a special
“Friendship Fruit Salad” activity.
Children in the Green, Orange,
Yellow and Aqua rooms explored
different fruits while practicing
food preparation skills and
working together to create a
shared snack. The experience
offered a fun and memorable
way to introduce nutrition,
cooperation and friendship.

The Scholastic Book Fair
returned to MCDLS from Oct.
6-10, 2025. Families were able to
shop both online and in person
in the Fowler Large Motor Room.
The event encouraged children’s
excitement about reading while
giving families an opportunity

to discover new books to enjoy
together at home.
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MILLER CHILD DEVELOPMENT LAB SCHOOL

AT PURDUE UNIVERSITY

As MCDLS celebrates its
centennial, the 2025-26
academic year has been filled
with reflection, celebration

and planning for the future.
Alongside the regular rhythm

of school life, the lab school

has been preparing for several
special events to commemorate
100 years of impact. Many of
these celebrations will take
place in Fall 2026, bringing
together alumni, families, faculty,
staff, students and friends of the
school to honor the generations
of people who have shaped
MCDLS.

Another major part of this
milestone year will be the
publication of a commemorative
book in Fall 2026 by Elizabeth
Schlesinger-Devlin, David J.
Purpura and Reyn Smith. The
book will capture the history,
memories, people, photographs
and enduring legacy of the lab
school, preserving the story of
MCDLS for future generations.

For children and families,
MCDLS provides a nurturing,

developmentally appropriate,
and inclusive environment
where children are seen as
capable, activate participants in
their own learning. The school’s
philosophy recognizes that
children learn best through
exploration, experimentation,
relationships and meaningful
engagement with the world
around them. In the classroom,
this means children are
encouraged to ask questions,
test ideas, build friendships,
express themselves creatively
and develop confidence through
hands-on experiences.

For Purdue students, MCDLS
offers something equally
powerful: the opportunity to
learn directly from children,
families and expert teachers.
Undergraduate students
observe classroom interactions,
support daily activities and
gain a deeper understanding
of child development in real
time. Graduate students and
researchers are able to study
early childhood learning,
development, and teaching

practices in a setting where
theory and practice meet.

MCDLS also recognizes that
children learn best in spaces
where they feel safe, supported
and valued. A strong early
childhood environment is

not only academically rich,

but emotionally responsive.

It honors individual and
cultural differences, supports
children with a wide range of
developmental skills and needs,
and helps every child feel a
sense of belonging.

This approach has shaped
generations of children who
have passed through the lab
school’s doors. Some may
remember a favorite classroom
activity, a song at the piano, a
moment on the playground or
the discovery of something small
but fascinating in nature. Others
may remember the feeling of
being known, encouraged and
cared for. Those memories

are part of the lasting impact

of MCDLS. We can't wait to

see what the next 100 years of
impact look like!

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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We kicked off the new academic year by bringing
faculty, staff, and grad students together for the annual
orientation week. The department gathered for a meal
and a meeting to reconnect, catch up and prepare

for the semester ahead. It was a great opportunity to
strengthen connections across HDFS and start the
year with a renewed sense of community and shared
purpose.

HDFS students came together for the Internship
Poster Session to share what they learned from their
internship experiences. Students talked with faculty,
staff and peers about the work they completed, the
skills they gained and the ways their experiences
helped prepare them for what comes next.

Dr. David Purpura connected with current and former
graduate students, postdocs and members of his
research teams during the 2025 Society for Research
in Child Development Conference in Minneapolis.
The group gathered for dinner, offering a chance

to reconnect and celebrate the growing network of

scholars connected through their work.

The Say It BIG Pitch Competition came back strong
for its second year in a row with some very good
speakers. Eleven students participated, sharing stories
from their experiential learning activities. Their pitches
highlighted the impact of experiential learning and
gave students a chance to practice telling their stories
with confidence. Four students advanced to the final
round. Cord Billings took home the first place prize as
well as people’s choice. His presentation was about
implementing S.M.A.R.T. steps to help people achieve
their big goals through small steps.

In October, Dr. Rebecca Marks delivered a keynote
address at DyslexiaCon25, the International
Dyslexia Association’s annual conference. As part
of the Gordon Sherman Neuroscience & Education
Symposium, Marks presented alongside Dr. Devin
Kearns, Distinguished Professor in Early Literacy at
North Carolina State University. Their presentation,
Morphology Matters: Insights from Neuroscience &
Principles for Practice, explored connections between
neuroscience, literacy development and practical
approaches to supporting learners with dyslexia.

HDFS Milestones 2025-26
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The HDFS Social Committee organized this annual
event, bringing the department together to catch up
and enjoy a meal before winter break. With everyone
bringing a dish, the luncheon offered plenty of good
food and a chance to spend time together outside of
the usual workday.

Faculty, students and alumni represented Purdue
at the Indiana Association of Family & Consumer
Sciences Conference. Dr. Valerie Knopik served as
the Mary K. “Kitty"” Decker Lecturer, and freshman
Taryn Spangler received the $1,500 Indiana AAFCS
Scholarship. Dr. Janine Duncan also co-presented
internationally in March on strengthening Home
Economics and FCS teacher education.

Families and friends joined MCDLS for an evening
of games, costumes, and community fun. MCDLS
partnered with HDFS 100 students, who worked
alongside the classroom teaching teams to help plan
and lead engaging activities as part of their service-
learning project.

The MCDLS teacher attended the INAEYC Indiana
Early Childhood Conference in Indianapolis again this
year. The conference gave the team an opportunity
to learn from fellow early childhood professionals,
explore new ideas and bring fresh inspiration back to

their classrooms.

Students created posters and presented what they
learned from their internship experiences. The

event highlighted the skills, growth and real-world
experiences students gained throughout the semester,
with Sarah Mull taking home first place for her
outstanding poster.

Families gathered to learn more about how children
build important skills through everyday play. The
event gave parents and caregivers a chance to explore
simple ways they can support learning, as well as
development and curiosity at home. MCDLS Head
Teachers Julie Clisby and Heather Gerrard hosted this
event in partnetship with Purdue HDFS Extension.

22
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STEP N2
STEM

Students in HDFS 409: Science in Preschool and
Primary Grades recently brought science to life by
observing the full life cycle of baby chicks—from egg
to hatchling. With eggs generously provided by Penny
Kelly and guidance from Dr. Shawna Harbin, they
explored hands-on, developmentally appropriate ways
to teach young children about the wonders of nature
in preschool and primary classrooms.

Members of our department came together for STEP
N2 STEM, an annual hands-on event designed to spark
interest in science, technology, engineering and math.
Children explored science-based activities, connected
with Purdue researchers and learned more about how
STEM supports health and human development across
the lifespan.

Faculty, staff and students were recognized during
the annual awards ceremony for their achievements
and contributions throughout the year. The event
was a chance to celebrate the hard work, dedication
and impact of members across the department.
Congratulations to all of our award recipients. Your
dedication and impact continue to inspire our entire
community.

Dr. Meingold Chan attended a conference at the
University of Notre Dame focused on expanding
awareness and use of the Future of Families and
Child Wellbeing Study, a long-running national study
following children from birth into young adulthood.
The event also created opportunities to build
connections with researchers across the Midwest and

explore future collaborations.

The HDFS social committee hosted a luncheon for
Administrative Professionals Week. This catered event
is held annually to acknowledge the contributions

of HDFS administrative staff who support the
department and demonstrate unwavering commitment
to excellence.

The social committee organized a farewell party to
celebrate Dr. Valerie Knopik and thank her for her
leadership as department head. The gathering was
a chance to reflect on her impact, share memories,
and wish her well as she begins her next chapter at
Colorado State University.
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are so personable,
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still able to thrive
in the smaller
classroom settings
that HDFS provides
to me.
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FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD

Valerie’s Message

Whether supporting young children, guiding families through challenges, or empowering older adults,
the Department of Human Development and Family Science (HDFS) prepares students to make a
meaningful impact across the lifespan. Through cutting-edge research, experiential learning, and
community outreach, HDFS emphasizes the development of knowledge, critical thinking, and practical
skills to promote well-being for individuals, families, and communities.

Our faculty lead in fields such as lifespan development, family science, prevention and intervention,
and quantitative methods. We are deeply committed to excellence in education, both undergraduate
and graduate, with hands-on learning and research integrated into every program. Our department has
a strong state, national, and international presence—reflected in our students, our affiliated centers,
global research collaborations, and outreach efforts that inform policy and practice far beyond Indiana.

As you'll see in this year's newsletter, our department is thriving, with inspiring research, prestigious
awards, and a continued commitment to student success and community impact. This newsletter is a
celebration of the resilience, passion, and dedication of our students, faculty, staff, and alumni—who
are making a difference in Indiana and around the world.

On a personal note, as | leave Purdue this summer, | want to share what a distinct honor it has been

to serve as the Department Head and Ben & Maxine Miller Professor of Human Development and
Family Science at Purdue. | stepped into this role with a commitment to this community to listen,
advocate, support, and engage with optimism and transparency. | have done my best to live up to that
commitment with integrity and sincerity. We have done great things together over the past six years
and have excelled in all aspects of the three-pronged Purdue land-grant mission - discovery, teaching,
and engagement. Thank you for your trust and support.

Purdue HDFS is strong and | know you all will continue to do great things together! | look forward to
watching your story continue to unfold.

To our donors and supporters—thank you for helping make this work possible.

Please explore the achievements of HDFS and be reminded of the heart, talent, and commitment that
define who we are.

Every Person. Every Family. Every Stage.

Valerie Knopik, PhD
Ben & Maxine Miller Professor
Human Development and Family Science
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REGARDS

We extend our heartfelt best wishes to those who have transitioned out of our department over the
past year. We are grateful for the contributions you made during your time with us and hope the
experiences gained here serve you well in your future endeavors. You will be greatly missed, and we

wish you continued success ahead.

Keisha Bailey, PhD
Muskan Datta, PhD
Patrick Ehrman, PhD
Fabiola Herrera, PhD
Elizabeth Kielb, PhD
Sohee Lee, PhD
Amy Loviska, PhD
Nikolina Nonkovic, PhD
Inga Nordgren, PhD
Olivya Reyes, PhD
Luhao Wei, PhD
Hazel Yu, PhD

Keqin Zhang, PhD

Sharon Christ - Retired

Valerie Knopik - Colorado State University

Enjoy this photo of Casey (son of Dr. Leigha
MacNeill) and Elliot (son of Dr. Rebeca Marks)
reading last year's newsletter and dreaming
about one day studying human development
and family science.
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As we close out the year, we extend our
heartfelt thanks to everyone who makes HDFS
such a vibrant and impactful community.

From our students and faculty to our alumni,
staff, and supporters—you are the reason we
continue to thrive. We are especially grateful to
our generous donors, whose support helps fuel
our mission, and to the many centers housed
within HDFS that extend our reach and impact
across communities. Thank you for being part
of our journey. We're proud of what we've
accomplished together and excited for what's
to come in the year ahead!

Give to HDFS: https://bit.ly/401yffd
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